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Robinson’s conviction from a cultural perspective
Harper Lee’s “To kill a mocking bird” narrates how race was a major factor in defining the relationship between the Blacks and Whites in the American society. Despite the end of slavery, the setting of the story in the 1930’s shows how the two ethnic groups in America were yet to reconcile their racial differences and only few people lived together regardless of their racial makeup. These differences that cut across most aspects of the society played a crucial role in developing the beliefs that individuals held about people of the opposite race.  For instance, the black occupied the low tier of the society and mostly worked low paying jobs while the whites mostly occupied the high paying economic activities. In the cultural and economic setup, the Whites remained superior created an unequal society in which Blacks bore the brunt of the legal system. The circumstances that shaped the sentencing of Tom Robinson’s show the inequity that shaped the American society at the time. Tom Robinson, a black man was unlikely to get justice in a court whose jury entirely comprised of the previous white oppressors due to their racial prejudice against the black folk. 
Tom Robinson faced accusations of raping Mayella Ewell, a white lady and was put to trial. However, during the trial, the selection of the jury provide the first obstacle to Robinson’s ability to get a fair trial and ruling. The jury fully comprised of White men despite the availability of other people in the town who could have been included during the selection process to constitute a more representative jury from Maycomb. The author noted that the jury comprised of 12 White men who mostly appeared to be farmers. Interestingly, “townsfolk rarely sat on juries, because they were either struck or excused (pg. 87)” Arguably, a more inclusive jury comprising of an equal number of Whites and Blacks would have provided the first opportunity at a fair trial. Historically, since the beginning of slavery blacks did not get an equal opportunity at representation and despite its end, they still lacked the same privileges as their white counterparts as evidenced in the trial. 
 Moreover, in the courtroom, the white and black folk did not intermingle, which points out to the cultural divide that still existed in the American society at the time. Indeed, there was a colored balcony for the black and a different balcony for the white to follow proceedings in the courtroom. Upon entering the courthouse Scott, Atticus daughter, learned that most of the white people in the court dislike the idea of his father representing a black man who is facing accusations of raping a white lady.  The conversation about Atticus ability and willingness to represent and save Robinson from the charges he is facing shows the cultural prejudice that existed in the society at the time. Arguably, the white critics of the courthouse felt that a fellow white man should not defend a black man on such accusations.  “Yeah, but Atticus aims to defend him. That’s what I don’t like about it” (pg. 87). Similar beliefs transcended the American society and shaped the bias that existed in the court and could have shaped the decision of the jury. 
In the course of the trial, the interrogations revealed evidence that would have easily vindicated Robinson from the accusations he was facing. For instance, Atticus provided adequate proof that Robison could not have used his left arm to hit his accuser, Mayella Ewell. Indeed, “Robinson’s left arm was fully twelve inches shorter than his right, and hung dead at his side. It ended in a small shriveled hand, and from as far away as the balcony I could see that it was no use to him” (pg. 99). However, the prosecution’s witness insisted that Mr. Robinson had hit her with the same arm. In a free and fair trial, such evidence would have been useful to vindicate Mr. Robinson from the accusation of hitting his victim. Additionally, there was no doctor who examined Ms. Ewell to ascertain that she had been raped. In a rape case, the use of incriminating evidence is critical to make a decision and find the accused to be guilty. During the cross examination of Mr. Tate, he admitted that no doctor observed Ms. Ewell (pg. 89). Additionally, Mr. Tate gave inconsistent testimony on which side of Ewell’s face that was bruised. However, the jury still returned a guilty verdict against Mr. Robinson, which helps to prove Atticus’ argument that the prevalent belief in the white culture was an evil assumption against Negroes that “they are all immoral beings who lie and should not be trusted around our women” (pg. 109). 
Likewise, the jury seemed to ignore Mr. Robinson’s testimony about how his accuser, normally reached out to him to do her chores. Mr. Robinson also aptly described the events of the day in which Ewell’s after walked up on them when she was trying to kiss him and he had to run away. The white society’s cultural belief at the time was that White ladies should not love Black men. Atticus noted that Ms. Ewell “broke a rigid and time-honored code of the American society whose consequences included being hounded from our midst” (pg. 108). Meanwhile, Mr. Robinson admitted that “it wasn’t safe for any nigger to be in a—fix like that” when describing the instance when Ms. Ewell’s father walked in on them so he had to run (pg. 106). However, the code that Atticus refers to already places Mr. Robinson at a disadvantage because someone had to pay for her mistake of breaking the acceptable cultural norms. It did not matter if Mr. Robinson faced the death penalty. Consequently, making false accusations against Mr. Robinson was Ms. Ewell’s way of making up for her mistake to redeem her image as a worthy member of the white society. 
Additionally, Mr. Robinson admitted to resist Ms. Ewell’s moves at him and said that it was not safe for a black person to be found in a compromising situation with a white lady especially by the girl’s father. Atticus laments that Ms. Ewell did an “unspeakable thing in the white American society by kissing a black man who was not her relative” (pg. 109). Moreover, her father saw her committing the horrendous act that went against the white community’s cultural values and norms at the time and most likely hit her.  The jury that comprised of all White men was likely against such relationships and could easily develop bias against Mr. Robinson for going against the norms and beliefs on black-white sexual relationships.  In conclusion, Mr. Robison despite having a good lawyer who provided sufficient evidence to the court and jury to win an acquittal was still convicted of a crime he did not commit. Arguably, a black man could not get a fair trial from a jury entirely comprising of white men since the underlying cultural beliefs and norms blinded their objectivity when delivering the verdict.  
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